King Little League
By-Laws Baseball 2012
 
King Little League is a place where every child has the opportunity to play.  The priority is on good sportsmanship and teamwork instead of win/loss record.  We want to insure that a child’s first experience with organized baseball is positive and to give every child the opportunity to succeed.  
Little League Baseball Inc. determines the rules by which we play.  In addition to those rules as a local board we have implemented some of our own that apply to certain situations we have run across over the years.  At no time can a local by-law reverse a rule that is in the rule book.  Each manager will receive a rulebook and a copy of the by-laws prior to the season.  King Little League will not tolerate abuse of any kind toward managers, coaches, umpires, and especially children; remember all our coaches are volunteers.  We ask that everyone remember it is our purpose to provide a place for children to play.
This year the cut off for boys’ ages is on April 30th.  This means whatever age your child is on the 30th of April is his playing age for the season.  
 
Concessions
It cannot be stressed enough how very important it is for each parent to do his/her part in the concession stand.  The amount of money raised in the concession stand is one of the keys to our being able to keep the cost of fees as low as possible.  The board members who work in the concession stand have volunteered their time to be in there so that we all can enjoy the convenience of affordable food and snacks for the entire family.  They cannot do it alone.  When your team has been scheduled to work the concession stand, it is your responsibility to make every effort to help and ensure proper manpower.  The more volunteers we have in there, the less work there is for any one individual.
 
Sponsors
We would like to thank all of our sponsors for their generous support.  If you are interested in a field sign or know someone who is, please contact a board member for more information.     
 
Baseball Committee Members
Vice President of Base Ball        Bob Cole
Player Agent                               Karen Lilly
T-ball/Coach Pitch                     Tracy Moran
Machine Pitch                             Larry Hartle & Brad White  
Minor                                            Josh Tuttle
Major                                            Matt Allen
Jr/Sr/Big League                         Josh Fuller
Safety Officer &      
Assistant Player Agent               Robby Lilly
Listed here are some of our By-laws and some new Little League Rules that may be unknown to most people.
 
Tee Ball
1. Tee Ball is open for all boys and girls age 4 through 6. 

2. Tee Ball games will be 1 ½ hours long or 3 innings whichever comes first.  Saturday games must stay on schedule so it’ll be up to the mangers to make sure they start and end on time. 

3. Prior to opening day Tee Ball will practice twice a week 1 ½ hours per practice.  After opening day there will be 1 hour practice during the week and one game on the weekend. 

4. No score is to be kept in Tee Ball.  Managers are expected to remind their players that there are no losers in Tee Ball, only winners. 

5. Children need to be supervised by their parents or guardians at all times.  Managers and coaches are not responsible for your child’s well being.  Do not drop your child off at Tee Ball practice with no one to watch them. 

6. Tee Ball will use a continuous batting order. 

Machine Pitch (formerly peewee)
The Machine Pitch is part of the Minor Division; therefore the Machine Pitch Division shall adhere to the rules set forth in the Minor Division section of the rulebook along with the following by-laws.
An adult must be in the dugout at all times.
Under no circumstances are any kids allowed outside the dugout to swing prior to their at bat.
1. TIME LIMIT:  These games are to be 6 innings or 1 hour and 45 minutes whichever comes first.  Due to limited field availability we have to keep our schedules tight allowing us no extra time for a game that run over.  Any inning started before the time limit shall be completed.  An inning begins when the 3rd out is made in the bottom of an inning.  At no time should an inning be started when it’s going to be too dark to complete the inning.  Use your common sense.  If a game is tied after 6 innings it may go into extra innings only if the time limit has not expired.  Example:  tied game, 1 hour and 44 minutes played when the 3rd out of the bottom of the 6th is made.  The 7th inning starts and must be completed.  If it is still tied at the end of the 7th inning the game will end in a tie.  No inning shall be started after the time limit is over regardless of the score when there is a game following the one in question.  (Weekdays if light will allow and both teams agree, the game may continue.) 

2. Substitutions/Participation Requirements 

A.    Offensively, all players will be in the line up the entire game, continuous batting order.
B.      Defensively, 10 players will play in the field at one time and no player shall sit out in consecutive innings.  There is no reason at this age to have 1 or 2 kids who are always your subs.  Managers and coaches should take it as a matter of pride to teach all their players fundamentals and to improve their level of play.  It should be noted that all players should have an opportunity to play in as many positions as possible without endangering themselves.
3. Field Modifications/Details 

A.    A circle with a diameter of 10 feet will be drawn around the Sling shot pitching machine.
B.      The Sling shot pitching machine will be in alignment with home plate at a distance of 42 feet.
C.    The Sling shot pitching machine will be set to deliver the pitch at 40 miles per hour.
D.     There will be no player at the pitcher’s position.  The 10th player will be placed in the outfield to give each team a total of 5 outfielders.
4. Game Format 

A.    Each half inning shall end when 3 outs are made or the offensive team scores 5 runs.
B.      Each batter is allowed 7 pitches to either place the ball in play or strike out swinging.  After a non-contact 7th pitch, the batter is considered out.
C.    No player can play off or steal any bases.
D.     Once the batter puts the ball into play, TIME will be called by the umpire when:
1.      An out is made and there is no further play.
2.      Upon seeing he has no play the fielder returns the ball to the pitcher.  When the coach at the pitching machine has the ball no runner shall advance.
3.      An out is attempted and the ball is thrown away.  In this case a runner can advance no more than 2 bases from where he was when the ball was put into play (due to a thrown away ball).  Example:  Abel hits the ball and runs to 1st base.  The 2nd baseman fields the ball and throws it away in an attempt to put Abel out.  Abel may advance to 2nd base at his own risk.  If the defense recovers and throws Abel out at 2nd base, then Abel is out.  If the defense throws to 2nd base in attempt to put Abel out and throws the ball away, then the ball is dead and Abel must remain at 2nd base.  (If there was a player on 1st he would have to stay at 3rd base.)  NO RUNNER MAY ADVANCE MORE THAN 2 BASES FROM WHERE HE WAS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE PLAY DUE TO A THROWN AWAY BALL.  
4.      If the ball was hit to the outfield, the runner may advance as many bases as he can at his own risk until the ball is thrown into the infield.  From the point the ball is thrown he can advance no more than 1 base due to a thrown away ball.  Example:  Abel hits the ball to the outfield and advances to 1st base.  As he is headed to 2nd base the ball is thrown away by the outfielder, Abel can advance to 3rd base but must stop, unless defense makes a play and puts him out.  The purpose of this rule is to teach the defensive players to make plays.  We don’t want to teach them to hold the ball or run it in.  They need to learn how to throw the ball.  It is very important that all coaches teach their base runners to run as if they think the kid is going to make the play.  We are teaching fundamentals and this includes smart base running, not just running in hopes of defensive errors.
E.      A dead ball situation will occur in the event:
1.      A batted ball comes in contact with the pitching machine, the pitcher, or stays within the 10 foot circle around the pitching machine.  The batter is awarded 1st base and all forced runners advance.
2.      A fielder enters the 10 foot circle to field a ball.  In this case the batter is awarded 1st base and all runners (forced or not) advance a base.
3.      A thrown ball hits the machine or remains inside the circle.  The batter and any runners are awarded 1 base.
5.  Safety requirements/recommendations
A.  An athletic supporter and cup is required for all catchers and
      recommended for all other infielders.
                        B.  Heart guards are an optional safety device for infield play.
                        C.  Face guards for helmets are an optional safety device.
 
Minor and Majors
Little League has adopted a pitch count for pitchers of all ages.
The manager must remove the pitcher when said pitcher reaches the limit for applicable age group as noted below.  The pitcher may remain in the game at another position.  **(The pitcher may not play in the catcher’s position if 41 or more pitches are delivered for the reminder of that day.)**
                                                League Age            Pitches per day
                                                10 and under          75 pitches
                                                11-12 yr olds             85 pitches
If a pitcher reaches the limit while facing a batter the pitcher may continue to pitch until that batter completes their at bat.  
The following is a rest schedule for pitchers:
                                                Pitches delivered               Days of rest required
                                                66 or more                            4 calendar days
                                                51 - 65                                    3 calendar days
                                                36 - 50                                    2 calendar days
                                                21 – 35                                   1 calendar day
                                                1 – 20                                     no rest period
1.      It should be noted that a 12 year olds will automatically be placed in the Major Division.  A request does not mean any change will be made, all decisions as to playing level will be determined by the baseball committee.  
 Exception:  requests to hold players back as a 9 or 11 year old will be honored.  If the Major Division fills up, it is possible some 11 year olds will be held back in the Minor Division.  As a league we have found that less experienced players tend to blossom if given the opportunity to spend an extra year in the Minor Division.  If the Minor Division fills up, it is possible some 9 year olds will be held in the Machine Pitch Division for another season.
2.      All rules and regulations will be followed as outlined in the Little League rule book.
3.      Jr., Major, Minor, and Machine Pitch has a continuous batting order.  Every kid on the team will bat.  In the event that one team outnumbers another, the team with the most players can opt to only have in the batting order the same number as team with less players.  (Example:  Team A has 13 players and Team B has 10.  Then Team A may choose to place 10 players in their batting order, as long as each player’s required playing time is adhered to.)  The Minor Division will play 10 players defensively (4 outfielders must be in the grass) and no player shall sit out in consecutive innings. 
4.      The Minor and Major Divisions will re-draft every year.  
5.      The 10 run rule is in effect for the Major Division.  The 15 run rule is in effect for the Minor Division.  Any team losing by 10 runs (Majors) or 15 runs (Minors) after 4 complete innings is declared the winner.  If the home team is winning respectively after the visiting team bats in the 4th inning, then the game is over and the home team has won.  No team can score more than five runs in an inning in the Minor Division, except for the 6th inning which is unlimited & the 5 run rule is lifted. The Major Division does not have a five run rule in place.
6.      Only the manager, coaches, an approved adult scorekeeper, or team mom is allowed in the dugout or on the field during games.  An adult must be in the dugout at all times.  Any adult in contact with the players on the field or in the dugout is required to have a volunteer application filled out.
7.      The player agent will maintain a player pool for teams who do not meet the required player quota.  A team that is granted a player from the player pool must have the “player pool” substitute bat in the last spot in their line-up & play outfield the entire game-NO EXCEPTIONS!!!
Under no circumstances can a “player pool” player pitch for his substitute team!!
8.      No games shall be re-scheduled without approval of the Vice-President or President of the league.  In the event of a game cancellation due to weather, you will be notified of the rain date.  Games will not be moved due to not having enough players.  The player agent will provide you with enough players to fill the player quota.  Both teams will be assigned a loss if any official game is rescheduled or canceled without President or VP approval and the game will not be rescheduled.
9.      If a player does not come to at least one try-out session, he will be a hat pick and not eligible for the open draft.
10. DRAFTING:   There are no “coach picks”.  All managers sons will tryout and be ranked accordingly to their performance level.  Manager’s sons will be placed upon their team according to where they rank in the order agreed upon by the Player Agent, VP Baseball, division manager and managers within the division participating in the draft.  For example, if the managers son was a prior year unanimously voted ALL Star pick, and they had an overall good performance at try-outs etc…., this player would be ranked as a 1st round pick and should go as a 1st round pick for the manager.   Draft order will be determined by drawing numbers out of a hat.  The Team drawing last will get 1st choice of Team names.  The Draft order will rotate each round, 1st pick in the current round will get last pick in the 2nd round.  Hat picks will be evenly distributed.  Non manager brother options will be ranked as well according to their performance level and be placed on the same team (if parents request) according to where they rank by the same process as stated above with manager’s sons.      
11. NO player will be allowed to have a practice swing before their turn at bat anywhere other than the batter’s box.  No on deck circles. 
12. Only managers or coaches can umpire their game.  No paying teenagers to call for you. 
          
Managers and Coaches
It is the intent of this league to field equally competitive teams within each division.  To assist in this, it is necessary to evaluate each candidate for manager or coach and choose the most qualified.  We are looking for:  Sportsmanship, Fairness, Good communication skills, Knowledge of the game and the ability to work well within the age group you may be placed.
Each manger should be able to connect with the age group he intends to manage and must set a good example for the players.
Division managers will bring to the baseball committee his recommendations for coaches and managers.  The baseball committee will review and make a recommendation to the board which will vote on each position.
All managers and coaches will be required to become booster club members and to attend an umpire and coach clinic that the league will provide free of charge.
No manager or coach shall at any time use tobacco products while on the field or in the dugout.
No manager or coach shall use offensive language while on the field or in the dugout.
 
All-Stars
*There will be a $30.00 fee for ALL-STARS* 
 
The Manager will be chosen by Base Ball committee, and then approved by the Board Of Directors. At that time Board Of Directors will approve of his/her chosen coaches.
 
The mangers of the regular season will recommend the number of players to be selected based upon the talent level.  The baseball committee will make recommendations and send them to the Board for final approval.
 
King will field teams in the All-Star tournaments as we do every year in the following age groups:
10 year old (playing ages 9 – 10)
11 year old (playing ages 10 – 11)
12 year old (playing ages 11 – 12)
14 year old (playing ages 13 – 14)
16 year old (playing ages 14, 15, & 16)
 
If the number of recommendations is 14, then the first 9 will be placed on the team by a unanimous vote.  The next 4 will be placed by a majority vote and the final 1 will be the All-star’s manager choice.  ** (Note:  The All-star Manager may not pick his son as the managers pick.) **  In the event there are only 12 players, the vote be will, 7 unanimous, 4 majority, and 1 manager’s pick.  It is possible to have more than one team based on the number of players in a division and the talent level as well as the financial status of the league.  
We ask all managers only submit names of players who deserve to be on the team and will serve their community well.  We also ask that you make sure all players can be at ALL practices and games before submitting their name for a vote.  All-stars cost the league.  It is not fair to the league or to the players that were not chosen for chosen players not to take this commitment seriously.  Any player can be removed from the team for absences or attitude problems.  Parents will be required to sign a contract with the league regarding their behavior and support expectations.  The child may be removed from the team for any violation of that contract.
We’d like to remind everyone that King Little League is not responsible for the parking regulations at the park nor do we police the parking lots or call for tow vehicles.  If your vehicle is towed for illegal parking, it is between you and the City of King.  Our suggestion is that everyone try and follow the parking guidelines and if you have an issue please take it up with the City of King.

[image: image1]
